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Comcast,
FCC brawl
over rules
Cable giant: New policy
stifles growth, aids rivals

BY ROBERT COHEN
STAR-LEDGER WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — Comcast, the nation’s big-
gest cable company, is feeling the heat these days
— and it’s not just the competition. It’s also com-
ing from an unlikely source: the Bush administra-
tion’s Federal Communications Commission.

Led by Republican Chairman Kevin Martin,
the FCC has been seeking to impose restraints on
the loosely regulated cable industry, with Com-
cast bearing much of the brunt as the No. 1 cable
provider.

While the White House has pushed an anti-
regulatory agenda for most other industries, the
FCC in recent months has taken steps to limit
the size of cable franchises and force the industry
to change the way it offers and prices pro-
gramming. Most recently, Martin launched an in-
vestigation to determine if Comcast has inter-
fered with Internet traffic by blocking broadband
subscribers from sharing files online.

All of this could have a big effect in New Jer-
sey, where Comcast is by far the largest cable op-
erator, with about 1.4 million customers.

The FCC’s moves have prompted the industry
trade association and conservative groups to ac-
cuse Martin of engaging in a ‘‘war on cable.’’

‘‘There is an agenda from a Republican chair-
man that is anti-free market and anti-competi-
tive,’’ said Kyle McSlarrow, president of the Na-
tional Cable and Telecommunication Association.
‘‘It is disturbing.’’

McSlarrow said Martin has been using his
power to try to ‘‘impede our ability to innovate
and roll out services,’’ just as cable is engaged in a
fierce battle with telephone companies for televi-
sion, Internet and phone customers.

FCC spokeswoman Mary Diamond disputed
McSlarrow’s characterizations, saying the
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Doctors’ advice:
Don’t toss out
those Vytorin pills

BY SUSAN TODD
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Cardiologist Howard Blau spent part of last
week reassuring some of his patients about the
use of Vytorin after a study found the cholesterol
medicine worked no better than other, less ex-
pensive drugs.

‘‘There’s no reason to stop it,’’ Blau, who has
offices in North Brunswick and Monroe Town-
ship, told his patients. ‘‘Is Vytorin worth the in-
creased cost? Anatomically, the study would sug-
gest it’s not. But there may still be clinical benefit
— a patient lives longer, has fewer cardiovascular
events or maybe feels better by not developing
angina,’’ or chest pain.

Vytorin — a joint venture of two of New Jer-
sey’s biggest pharmaceutical companies, Sche-
ring-Plough and Merck — succeeded in lowering
so-called bad cholesterol among patients in the
study, but it failed to prevent the build-up of
plaque in the carotid arteries.

One of the nation’s most prominent heart
doctors, Steven Nissen of the Cleveland Clinic,
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